Booklet of roof inspiration
Hotels in Amsterdam

‘Roof service is
the new room service’

Key Winnings
•

•

•

•

•

•

IMPROVEMENT URBAN ENVIRONMENT
INRCREASE URBAN NATURE
Through an increase of green roofs, endangered
plant and animal species return to the city.
QUALITY OF PERSONAL FEELING
Research has shown that looking out at green,
reduces stress and increases people’s health. The
aesthetic beauty of green can make your guest
feel happy as well.
NOICE REDUCTION
A green roof reduces city noise. The amount of
noise reduction through green roofs depends on
various factors such as the thickness of the substrate
layer and the type of plants.
FINANCIAL BENEFITS
MARKETING
A rooftop garden increases the attractiveness of
your hotel and distinguishes your hotel from other
hotels.
ENERGY
A green roof isolates. This reduces your heating
costs in the winter and makes air conditioning
not/less necessary in the summer.
EFFICIENCY SOLAR PANELS

•

•

•

•

On a green roof, the temperature remains low,
which increases the efficiency of your solar panels
LIFESPAN ROOFING
A green roof protects the roofing from exposure to
hail, UV radiation and other weather
circumstances. The lifespan is therefore twice as
long as traditional roofing.
REAL ESTATE VALUE
By improving the view of residents/hotel guests, it is
estimated that the value of your real estate
increases by 4 – 15%.
CLIMATE PROOF REAL ESTATE
COOLING
A green roof reduces the inside and outside
temperature of large buildings and therefore limits
the costs of cooling.
WATER MANAGEMENT
Green roofs capture rain water, thus relieving stress
on the local and citywide sewage system during
periods of heavy rain, making the surroundings of
the hotel more rainproof and less susceptible for
flooding. Capturing rain water on the roof makes
your hotel's (rooftop) gardens less susceptible for
droughts, potentially decreasing water usage for
watering gardens during dry spells.

DakAkker

Description
Formerly an office building, Zoku
Amsterdam transformed the
building’s rooftop into an urban
green garden for natural
ventilation and rainwater capture,
a project co-financed by the City
of Amsterdam. In spring 2016,
Zoku’s long-stay hotel opened its
doors. Visitors and guests directly
take the elevator to the roof,
where the reception is located. This
allows you to immediately enjoy
the beautiful view.

Design and installation
Concrete Architects did the interior
design and De Dakdokters,
together with Moss created the
gorgeous rooftop garden. The
garden is created in a way to
make their guests’ stay extra
special and comfortable.

Accessibility
It is possible to walk around, sit at a
table or lay down in the hammock.
The garden also produces fresh
herbs and crops, which they use in
the bar and restaurant.

Zoku Amsterdam

Type of green
The rooftop garden consists of a mix
of green. De Dakdokters designed
hexagonal plant beds around the
Social Spaces filled with lush,
colourful flowers. It is not just a hotel
for people, they created bee hotels
as well. Moss envisioned the
selection of vegetables and herbs in
the garden specifically for Zoku’s
community and Living Kitchen. The
furniture is integrated with a smart
irrigation system so the herbs can
continue to look and taste nice and
fresh.

Awards
Winner Entree Awards Best Hotel
Concept 2016
Winner European Hotel Design
Awards 2016

Details
Zoku Amsterdam
Weesperstraat 105
1018 VN Amsterdam
www.livezoku.nl

Description
Andaz Amsterdam Prinsengracht
opened its doors in 2012. The former
public library has been transformed
into a boutique hotel designed by
Dutch designer Marcel Wanders.
The rooftop garden is built on a
parking garage and offers many of
the hotel’s guests a beautiful and
inspiring view to wake up to.

Design and installation
The design was a collaboration
between Marcel Wander and MXT
Landscapes. “Copijn Groenaanleg
en beheer” was responsible for the
installation and maintenance.

Accessibility
The rooftop garden is open for the
guests of the hotel and restaurant.
There are a few social spaces
created which allows the guests to
relax, read a book or have a
moment of rest in the green
environment.

Andaz Amsterdam prinsengracht

Type of green
A green carpet with flowering
plants, ornamental grasses, flower
bulbs and special trees, shrubs and
topiary of boxwood give this hidden
garden its charm during all seasons.

Details
Andaz Amsterdam Prinsengracht
Prinsengracht 587
1016 HT Amsterdam
amsterdamprinsengracht.andaz.
hyatt.com
Photo credits: “Copijn Groenaanleg
en beheer”

Description
Conscious Hotel Vondelpark has a
beautiful green rooftop. They strive
to be as green, sustainable and
eco-friendly as possible. “You might
not even notice some of our ‘green’
sustainable decisions because we
just quietly get on with begin kind to
the planet on the background. We
think you’re okay about that”, they
state on their website.

Design and installation
De Dakdokters did the design and
installation of the green roof.

Accessibility
The roof is not open for the public,
but is clearly visible for guests and
residents. One building is linked to
the other by a corridor of glass,
which allows the guests to enjoy the
beautiful view when walking
through the corridor. Besides, they
made a “Roof-Safari”, with
information cards about the ‘wild
life’ that you can spot on the
rooftop.

Conscious hotel vondelpark

Type of green
It’s a mixture of sedum, perennials
and shrubs. Since it largely consists
of sedum, the roof is low
maintenance.

Comment by conscious hotel
According to co-owner Marco
Lemmers, “A green rooftop isolates,
which saves energy costs. The
aesthetic beauty also played a part
in our reasoning. It is a gorgeous
experience for our guest. They no
longer look at a boring, grey roof.
Besides, it attracts birds and bees
which improves the eco-system”.

Details
Conscious Hotel Vondelpark
Overtoom 519
1054 LH Amsterdam
www.conscioushotels.com

Description
Hotel Arena has 4 stars, 139 rooms
and a monumental building dating
from 1886. It has recently been
thoroughly renovated and a new
restaurant has been opened.

Design and installation
Admiraal Dak covered the rooftop
of Park Café Restaurant with sedum.
Moss designed and installed a
garden on the roof of the parking
garage with roof food.

Accessibility
The Park Café Restaurant has its
own garden with fresh herbs and
crops. Visitors can take a look and
smell the fresh herbs. However, it is
mostly used for cooking by the chef
of the restaurant, who visits the
garden on a daily basis.

Hotel Arena

Type of green
The upper rooftop is covered with
different types of sedum. The roof of
the parking garage is covered with
roof crops. The chef visits the
garden daily to harvest the fresh
herbs, edible flowers and crops and
applies them to tea, cocktails and
the most delicious dishes. Owner
Paul Hermanides, “We get many
positive reactions from our guests
but also from residents. Plus, it
isolates the building. It wasn’t even
that expensive so I don’t
understand why you shouldn’t
invest in a green rooftop”.

Details
Hotel Arena
's-Gravesandestraat 55
1092 AA Amsterdam
www.hotelarena.nl

Description
Hotel Casa is a unique hotel
concept that combines student
accommodation with hotel rooms.
Since 2016, they opened as NEST,
but recently they improved their
concept. This summer they are
creating a real craft beer garden
that goes by the name HOPP.

Design and installation
The Dakdokters and Moss
designed the green areas of this
stunning rooftop bar. “Copijn
Groenaanleg en beheer” installed
the green layer on the lower-laying
rooftop and does the
maintenance.

Accessibility
Many activities take place on the
roof: yoga classes, parties, movie
nights and lots more. Therefore, the
rooftop bar is a great way to
attract additional guests to visit the
hotel. Those who will just come in
for a drink and those who will stay
to enjoy other facilities the hotel
has to offer. The rooftop bar allows
visitors to get better acquainted
with the hotel and other guests.

Hotel Casa

Type of green
The fresh crops and herbs come out
of the gardens which are filled
with a unique system that is
developed by Moss, called Hrbs. It is
used to garnish their small dishes
and spice up their cocktails. “Copijn
Groenaanleg en beheer” used a
mix of sedum and small and large
shrubs for the lower laying roof, and
installed a tea plantation, visible in
the last picture.

Details
Hotel Casa
Eerste Ringdijkstraat 4
1097 BC Amsterdam
www.hotelcasa.nl
Photo below, credits: “Copijn
Groenaanleg en beheer”

Description
Michelin Restaurant Vermeer is
part of Hotel NH Barbizon Palace
close to Amsterdam Central
Station. Chef Chris Naylor
approached Moss because he
wanted to use local, fresh
produced food and the rooftop
was the only available space he
could use. The roof was ready in
2014 and is still a great success.

Design and installation
Moss provided and installed the
roof food system with already
grown plants. Co-founder of Moss,
Philip van Traa, states: “it takes
special expertise to grow a plant
under these circumstances that is
easy to harvest. The first is therefore
taken care of by the professionals
at Moss, and the latter by the
chefs themselves in a simple
manner”.
The Dakdokters installed the
foundation of the roof.

Accessibility
The urban garden is only
accessible for the staff.

NH Barbizon Palace

Type of green
Chef Chris Naylor uses the
vegetables, herbs and edible
flowers that are cultivated on the
roof. They added a worm hotel that
converts vegetable waste from the
kitchen into fertile soil for the tall
plants.

Details
NH Barbizon Palace
Prins Hendrikkade 59-72
1012 AD Amsterdam
www.nh-collection.com

About Rooftop Revolution
Rooftop Revolution is an independent
foundation that supports sustainable roof
projects.
Rooftop Revolution aims to create new nature in
cities. Where? On the largest undeveloped site:
rooftops! Next to all great benefits green roofs
have, a green view itself is beautiful. There is over
400 square kilometres of flat roof in the
Netherlands alone, which corresponds to 60.000
soccer fields. Opportunities all over! That is why in
2020 we want 10% of all rooftops to be green and
in the future no rooftop unused. What we do:
•

•

Consultancy & support in realisation: We
advise housing agencies, developers,
investors and other real estate owners with
their ambition to make their rooftops more
sustainable. We assess rooftop potential in
your real estate portfolio, we develop iconic
projects and provide roof owners guidance
from idea to realisation.
Accelerating sustainable roofs: We support
governments in formulating and achieving
their objectives in the field of climate
adaptation and resilient cities. We advise on
rooftop policy, we support in communication,
we stimulate area-oriented approaches and

•

•

scale up multifunctional roofs in business
districts.
Assist the “Roofless”: we help residents and
entrepreneurs who want to make rooftops in
their neighbourhood green. We do this on
behalf of municipalities or social housing
companies that want to mobilise residents.
Inspire & connect: we inspire and connect all
parties that are involved in the development
of the rooftop landscape through our online
presence and an annual Rooftop Symposium.

Since the start of Rooftop Revolution in April 2016
more than 100 rooftops registered with us and we
have worked on 40 projects corresponding to
14.000 m2 green rooftops in three cities in the
Netherlands.

Contact information
Rooftop Revolution
hotel@rooftoprevolution.nl
+31 (0)6 53 71 96 69
Rooftop Revolution
Mauritskade 64
1092 AD, Amsterdam

www.rooftoprevolution.nl

